
Hylan Appointee Once
Found Unfit for Post

Removal of Coroner Rior
dan Was Recommended

in 1915

Neglect of Duty
And Bias Charged

Commissioner Also Ac¬
cused Medical Examiner

of Drunkenness

The removal from office of former
Coroner Patrick D. Riordan, who on

January 1 of tins year was appointed
by Mayor Hylan as Chief Medical Ex¬
aminer oí" Manhattan, was recom¬
mended in IDlo to Governor Whitman
by Lloyd F. Stryker. Mr. Stryker, a
former Assistant Dstrict Attorcy, had
been appoinrci a commissioner at the
time, to investigate charges made
against the then coroner.

The report of Commissioner Stryker
never has been published. The Tribune
to-day gives the salient features of it.
Presumably, Governor Whitman did

not act on the recommendation of Com¬
missioner Stryker, because the office oí
coroner in New York was abolished
bout the time Commissioner Stryker

l:led his report.
Commissioner Stryker, in his re¬

port, sustained charges of the City
Club, finding that Riordan had been
guilty of neglect of duty and other im¬
proprieties. Seldom has a report in its
language and recommendations been
more condemnatory.

The Municipal Civil Service Commis¬
sion is now trying to abolish the civil
service list for medical examiner, and
have the place made exempt. In that
event Riordan's temporary appointment
could be made permanent.

Appointment Called Temporary
Un January 1 last Mayor Hylan an¬

nounced the appointment of former
oroncr Patrick D. Riordan as Chief

Medical Examiner, under the statute
which went into effect on that day, and
provided for replacing; the coroners by
.he medical examiners system. This
appointment was made in disregard of
.!..- civil service list, v.hieb was estab¬
lished by ihf Municipal Civil Service
Commission of th« Mitchcl administra¬
tion, in accordance with the statute
which placed the ew position in the
civil service class.
When this was brought to Cue at¬

tention of the Mayor he replied that
the town was sick of reform, and inci-
.iciitally that the appointment was only
a temporary one. The law also provides
'hat the Chief Medical Examiner must
be a skilled pathologist and micro-
-'.opist. In a taxpayer's action bl'OUght
Saturday by Russell II. Loines it is
charged that Riordan is not a skilled
pathologist and microscopist, and an
injunction is -¿ought against payment]of his salary, with a temporary re¬
straining order issued against Con¬
troller Craig and ( hamberlain Johnson.

How the Charges Arose
On December '.». 1014, at about 0:30

p. ni. a northbound local elevated train
rashed into the rear end of an express

.rain waiting at the 116th Street sta¬
tion of the Ninth Avenue elevated road.
resulting in the death of John Collins
and Gottlieb Minnisch. This accident
occurred while Riordan was assigned
to duty as r. coroner, and the inquest
into these deaths was held by him on
January 8. II and 12, 1ÍMÓ. at the Coro¬
ners' Court, in Manhattan. These pro¬
ceedings resulted in the coroner hold¬
ing the officers and directors of the ln-
.erborough Rapid Transit Company
guilty of culpable negligence and
«barged with the crime of manslaugh¬
ter in the second degree, and in the ex¬
oneration of the conductor and the
motorman of the train which crashed
into the waiting express.
Following these proceedings Presi¬

dent Shonts of the Interborough tiled
with Governor Whitman charges against
Coroner Riordan, seeking his removal.
A little later the City Club tiled addi¬
tional charges in reference to the coro¬
ner's conduct on the night of the acci¬
dent, the Shonts charges dealing with
'he coronet's conduct of the inquest.
Roth sets of charges were referred to
former Assistant District attorney
Uoyd P. Stryker, as the Governor's
commissioner, who held public hear¬
ings on April 5, G, 7, 8, L3, 15 and 28,
1915, and whose report was thereafter
duly filed with the Governor.

Findings of the Commission
In reference to the charges brought

by the Interborough officials Commis¬
sioner Stryker found that Riordan
"caused aiul procured the Interborough
officers and directors to be held in bail
on the false charge of manslaughter in
tho second degree and the motorman
and conductor to be exonerated"; that
"Riordan did instruct and charge the
jury falsely as to the law and misled
the jury into rendering its saiil find¬
ing and verdict against the said officers
;.ii«l directors"; that "Riordan frequent¬ly in his charge to the jury did refer
to his own false ami unsworn state¬
ments as though they had been evi¬
dence, so as falsely to make it appearto the jury that the Interborough of¬
ficers and directors were guilty of
crime"; that "the coroner's acts' and
conduct proved his bad faith in caus-
ng innocent men to be charged withcrime and guilty men to be exonerated."Commissioner Stryker's report states:"Throughout the inquest th«> respond¬ent Riordan) was striving in everywas possible falsely to make it appearthat the motorman and conductor wereinnocent and the officers and directors
..ere guilty. He constantly indulged¡n buffoonery and attempts "at. humor.Had this been the result of innocentgood nature the respondent's jibeswould have been more evenly dividedbetween the employes and employers.but they were principally directed
..gainst these petitioners (officers and
directors). Their design and effect
were to prejudice them with the jury.'

District Attorney Hampered
Assistant District Attorney Arthur

Train represented the District Attor-
uc% s office a» the inquest before Rior¬
dan. The latter's treatment of Mr,
Train and his associates upon this in-
eticot was included witiiin the scope of
the charge.« tiled against Riordan.
Commissioner Stryker found that it had
been the invariable custom for the Dis
trict Attorney to conduct the examina¬
tion of witnesses at coroner.-' inquests.
He found, too» that Riordan "did not
want either ihe Districf Attorney's ad-
vice or his assistance. This respondent,
who defends his injudicial conduct on
the ground that he is 'a layman and
not a lawyer,' told an experienced pros¬
ecutor 'not to interfere' 'Interfere'

with what? Obviously with his efforts
to bring about tho result, which be pro¬
cured."

After referring lo the evidence be¬
fore him in relation to the coroners
treatment of Assistant District At¬
torney Train. Commissioner Stryker
made his finding "That the respondent
(Riordan) did interfere with District
Attorney Train and hinder the investi¬
gation and work of the District. At- |
torney of New York County and bis
assistants in their lawful efforts prop¬
erly to fix the criminal responsibility
for tho deaths of John Collins and
Gottlieb Minnisch; that by the respon¬dent's (Riordan's) acts, speech and gen¬
eral demeanor he was guilty of such
discourteous and insulting conduct to
the District Attorney of New York
County and his assistants as to justify
their withdrawal from the coroners
court and their further participation
in or at the inquest; that the re¬
spondent's (Riordan's» conduct toward
the Assistant District Attorneys was
calculate..', and designed to make it dif¬
ficult if not impossible for such as¬
sistant District Attorneys to remain
and continue a participation in the in¬
quest."

(ailed t'nfit for Office
Concluding his treatment of the In¬

terborough charges Commissioner
Stryker said: "The conclusion that this
respondent (Riordan) has proven him¬
self wholly unfit to hold his quasi-judicial office, and that he deliberately,whatever may lave been his motive,
caused a wanton and gross injustice
to be done is one that 1 have reached
after a most painstaking consideration
of the evidence adduced before, me and
at the inquest. It is a conclusion
which, it seems to me, any fair mind
would reach after such a study of this
case as 1 have given it."
The City Club charged in sttbstance,

as set forth in Commissioner Strykcr's
report, that Coroner Riordan was as¬
signai to duty between (¡ p. in. De-
comber :» and 9 a. m. December 10, andthat ''it was incumbent upon him dur¬
ing those hours to be readily availableand within the call of the office of theManhattan Board of Coroners;" that
shortly prior to 8 p. m. on December9, 1914, the Manhattan coroner's office.having been therefore notified of thecollision and of the deaths of Min-nisch and Collins und of the placewhere the bodies then were, to befound, made reasonable and diligent ef¬forts to communicate with CoronerRiordan in order to apprise him ofsuch accident and of said deaths, andof the place where the bodies then
were; but that said coroner's officedid not succeed in communicating withCoroner Riordan until shortly prior to1- o'clock at night on December 9,1914; that such failure was owing tothe omission of said coroner to leavewith the clerk of the coroner's officeinformation as to where he might befound; that although respondent di«lreceive such notification prior to i 1"o'clock on December 9 he did not reachthe place where the bodies lay untilabout -:15 a, in. on December 10. 1914,

Found lie Was Drunk
After analyzing the testimony Com¬missioner Stryker found that the CityClub had sustained its charges in ref¬

erence to the unsuccessful attempts ofthe Coroner's office to reach Riordan.Commissioner Stryker found that "theoverwhelming weight of evidence!proves that when this respondent Rior¬dan reached the place where the bodieswere on the night of the accident hewas drunk, and 1 so find." Commis¬sioner Stryker further found "that,owing to his intoxication, this, re¬spondent (Riordan) was 'unfit' to per¬form his duties when he arrived at theplace where the bodies, were, and that,he neglected to perform such dutiesby reason of his intoxication."The official statement in tho Com-miâsioner's report is «:-; follows: "Inconformity with Your Excellency's ap¬pointment to me as Commissioner inThese matters, I hav« reported to YourExcellency the evidence and my findingof the material facts deemed by meto have been established in connectionwith the said charges, and my conclu¬sion, which is that this respondentshould be removed from tin- office ofCoroner of i!¡,. Borough of Manhattan,City of' New York,"
When the cases of the officers anddirectors of the Interborough, whomCoroner Riordan liad held for thegrand jury, were presented to the grandjury that body forthwith dismissed thecharges. Despite the nature and grav¬ity of the charges made against him,Coroner Riordan did not take the wit¬

ness .stand to testify in his own behalf
:n the removal proceedings against himbefore Commissio..-r Stryker.It remains to be stated that. Gov¬
ernor Whitman did not follow Commis¬sioner Striker's recommendation thatRiordan be removed, the fact beingthat when it was deceived there hadjust been enacted, wfth the Governor'sassistance. Chapter 284 of the Laws of1915, which abolished the Coroner'soffice.
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When a Fellow HAS a Friend , bóricos
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Second Heatless
DayFinds Coalat
LowestLevelHere

Continued from page

nual profit of slightly less than Si'.OOO.-
000 to Now York's coal consumer.-.
These optimistic conclusions were

reached in the face of figures obtained
at the office of Reeve Schley, Fuel Ad¬
ministrator for New York County,
which showed that the city ended the
vorst week of th«; present famine, of
coal at G o'clock Saturday evening. A
total of but 138,150 tons of coal vas

delivered in New York during the pre-
ced'-.-g days of tl.u week, -. .. against
a normal consumption «if 2SO,000 tons,
The actual deliveries for the seven

day.-: vi re

Ton;
Sundav . 15,00«
.Mon.lav . 18.00«
Tuesday . 15,001Wednesday . ""0,001
Thursday . 25,001
Friday . 25,001Saturday . L'0,15»

Total .138.16Í
Below Half of Normal

Xorinally, the city consumed, accord
ing to estimates of experts who hav«
conducted an informal fuel census here
from -10,000 to -15,000 tons of anthracit
fuel daily. Accepting the lowest esti
mate of the city's needs, this coal de
livery is far below half of the ordinär
requirements of the city's domestic an
industrial needs.
But, according to Administrate

Schley, the lesson of conservation an

economy has been so well learned tha
the city to-day can accomplish the Fam
results with 30,000 tons of coal tha
formerly cost it 40,000 tons. The sa\
ir¡g of 10,000 tons daily will be ecu:

tinued long after the conclusion of th
pi osent fuel famine, he believes.
Computed at hut Ç8 a ton, the da;!

saving t«: the city's fue! consumers

exactly $S0,000, or the respectable tot;
of $2,920,000 a year. Even at the grec
cost of the present famine, the admir
islrators believe that the education c
the city has been a profitable inves
in« nl.

Yesterday's Receipts Small
The receipts of eoal in New Voi

yesterday fell below the average f«
last week. But 18,500 tons were d«
livered to this side of the North Hive
It is expected, however, that fuel «1.
liveries to New York will begin increa
ing to-day and will steadily mount unt
the normal supplies arrive here dnil
The effects of the numerous remedí
measures adopted la^t week arc e
pected to he perceptible to-day. wlu
every avenue of industry will be clos«
to business except the important one
moving freight and coal.

Coaling of ships in the harbor h;
gone forward with such speed durii
the week that last night but twent
five ships were awaiting the fu«-l ne
essary to make possible their delay«transatlantic voyages. When the cou
ing of vessels has been completed t!
supply of fuel to the city will immec
ately b<* increased, since the fuel [
this purpose is taken from the Jcrs«
terminals, the source from which -\'i
York must draw its fuel.

Still another cause for hope w
found in a statement issued from t
headquarters of the Wood Fuel Bure
of Conservation at Albany during t
day. It was announced ihat. coal co
sumers living within easy access
the wood supplies of tho state had be.
informed that they would be compelí
to draw upon these supplies next wi
ter, leaving larger quantities of fi
for sucb consumers in the great citi

Bronx Landlords Plan Spring
Drive on Non-Paying Tenants

Organizing to Oust Those Who Have Held Up Rent,
and Been Upheld b}* Courts, Because

Heat Was Not Supplied
When the Weather Bureau begins,

some time in April, to cheer the sub-
urbanité with sanguine strains of "fair
and warmer, when radiator icicles be¬
gin to melt and spring overcoats ap¬
pear for annual inspection, then ten¬
ants in The Bronx usually make faces
at the furnace, effect, a six months'
truce with the landlord, and make cas¬
ual inquiries concerning window
screens.

But. take it from The Bron-*: Land¬
lords' Protective Association, peace this
year is about as likely as free rent. What
with the government holding up coal and
tenants holding up rent, say the squires
of The Bronx, tlip business of landlord-
ing has gone to the '>ow wows. Accord¬
ingly, house and apartment owners aro
mobilizing on all fronts, from the Har-

: lern River to Fordham, for a determined
attack upon the trenches of "an un-
scrupulous, treacherous tenantry." The
big drive will be launched the minute

j tho landlords arc organized, accordingto Harold M. Phillips, organizer, andbefore the swallows fly next fall TheBronx, he declares, will be made safefor the property owners.

Tenants in Control
"We landlords are determined to putan end to a most intolerable condition."sai«! Mr. Phillips yesterday. "The sit-uation in which Bronx landlords findthemselves is amazing. Tenants con-trol our property, move in or out of it

as they please, pay rent or withhold it
as they please, and treat with the land¬lord^ or ignore them as they please.

an«! elsewhere, far from such stores offuel.
It was announced that State FuelAdministrator Albeit [.[. Wiggin hadsent a letter to all county fuel admin¬istrators calling upon them to makepublic this statement. The work al¬ready accomplished lias caused manycual users to arrange for wood sup¬plies, further cutting down the dailycoal requirements of the state.
Acting on the theory that the war andits problems will still be at hand nextwinter, the adminstrators are bendingtheir energies toward solving the fuelproblem on >ome other basis than thatof obtaining more coal. The cuttingdown of the city'.-, daily consumptionby 10,000 tons is pointed to as but,

one of the many results of these ef¬forts.
Necessity for obtaining priority ship¬ping orders for oil tank cars was point¬ed out in a statement issued by thePetroleum War Service Committee. Ac¬cording to /his document many plantsthat have lidoquate coal supplies willbe compelled to shut down únicas theyare permitted to receive the neces¬

sary petroleum and l'ibricating oil thathas been held up during the recentperiod of freight congestion on all roadsoa3t of the Mississippi.
Tank Cars Sidetracked

I', was explained that the numerousdemands for cou! had distracted atten¬tion from the fact that tank cars werebeing sidetracked by all of the roadsin preference to coal. Some of theroads have placed an official embargoon the tankers, thus making it impos¬sible for big consumers to obtain theirnormal supplier«.
"Unless some radical steps are takento speed up the movement of tank carsfor petroleum products, the railroadsthemselves will run short of lubricat-

The landlords, upon reverting to the
courts, are denied satisfaction. Com¬
mon, everyday justice is denied tothem.

"Politicians seeking votes are now*
organizing disgruntled tenants to op¬pose the rights of landlords; advisingthem to disregard agreements and torefuse to pay vent. The reason givenfor refusing to pay is that landlord'!have failed to supply heat.
"We landlords have done everythingin our power to get coal. Members often or twelve really associations haverepeatedly appealed to Fuel Adminis¬

trator Reeve ."--chley, but he has franklytold us ho could not help us. Damageto I'rozcn pipes has exceeded, in some
cases, the cost of an entire winter'ssupply of coal. Depreciation to build¬ings on account, of the lack of heat hasbeer, severe and costly.

Public Opinion with Tenants
"Instead of tenants sympathizingthey refuse to pay rent. Somehow pub¬lic opinion is with them. Courts ar««supposed to have no personal views, yetthey deny us justice.
"Now we propose to organize. Whenwe have a membership of 1,000,which wewill have m a month or so, we willstart something. 'We'll make propertyownershiD in The Bronx somethingmore than a farce."
Asked what the first offensive movewould be, Mr. Phillips replied that itwould be a general insistence upon therights of landlords, despite the courts."We will make tenants pay up, forone thing," he said. "If they refuse,the owners will combine and refuse tolet them stay. If 500 owners start dis¬possess proceedings together, it will behard for the tenants to stay, or for thecourts to rule that they can stay."

ing oils," said the statement. Alreadythe failure of the roads to haul tankcars has forced a number of plants toshut down for lack of petroleum prod¬ucts. The Pennsylvania road, for in¬stance, early in January notified ship¬pers that it would not uecept for ship¬ment tank cars loaded with fuel oil andother petroleum products."A programme of activities completedlast evening by the Kmerg-ency Commit¬tee on Recreation on Idle Mondays in¬dicated that the second of Dr. Garfield'sworkle.ss days need not be a funlessone. More than one hundred settlemen;houses, guilds, clubs and other organi¬zations have arranged for the enter¬tainment of tin; idle workers this after¬noon and evening.
Day's Plans Outlined

In outlining the plans for the day,Agnes de Lima, secretary of the com¬mittee, said :

"Many of the organizations are quickto urge that the holiday should be usedtor rendering patriotic service in RedCross work and have opened specialknitting rooms. Other programmes in¬clude skating in the back yard, bowling, basketmaking, dancing, use oflibrary, special lectures, concerts,gymnasium and games of all sorts.Some centres, have opened un specialsmoking rooms, pool rooms and motionpicture exhibitions. The committee isbusy collecting information of whatresources the city has for providinglor its idle workers.
"An urgent appeal has been made tothe Board of Education that theschools which have been shut downand used formerly for community cen¬tres should he reopened, at least onMonday. Many associations usingthese schools accommodated theiractivities to the lack of heBt in thebuildin-fa."

Creole in Crash
At Sea; Returns
With Hole in Bow

Passengers Calm When
Liner Collides With

Freighter

Jostled Out of Bunks

Unidentified Ship Backed Off
and Disappeared in

Snowstorm

The Southern Pacific liner Creole,
with a 7-by-10-foot hole in her star¬
board bow and l.'J7 passengers aboard,
came back to port yesterday, having
been in collision off the Delaware
Capes on Saturday night with an un¬
identified steamship. Xo one aboard
the Creole was injured, and the ex¬
cellent discipline of her crew pre¬
vented a panic among the passengers.
The Creole left this pott for New

Orleans on Saturday. At midnight,
when off the Delaware Capes, she ran

into a heavy snowstorm, and Captain
B. F, Jacobs reduced her speed to mere
steerageway.
While pickine* his way cautiously

through the blizzard he heard the
whistle of a vessel. Before lie could
man.uvre out of harm's way the
stranger crashed into him, sidewiping
the Creole along the starboard side.
The impact threw the Creole over to
port and jostled out of bunks many of
the passengers who had retired. The
vosssels almost immediately drifted
apart and were lost, to each other in
the snowstorm.

Captain Jacobs knew that the
stranger had gone off to starboard, and,
putting the Creole around to port,
steamed eastward until a survey of the
damage was made. Within a few min¬
utes it was discovered that the damage
was above the waterline just abaft the.
collision bulkhead, and that the ship
was in no danger. Tim passengers
were assured of this, and many of them
returned to their bunks.
Meanwhile, the crew shored up the

hole with timbers and a tarpaulin.
Captain Jacobs then decided to return
to pott.

'flie Creole will go into drydock for
jcpairs, anil v. ill not be ready for ser¬
vice until ten or twelve days.
The vessel in collision with the Cre¬

ole, it was learned later, managed to
get within the Capes under her own
steam.

Sunday Newspapers
Distributed Despite

Strike of Dealers
Resolution Adopted at Meet¬
ing to Reject "Main Sheets"

Disregarded by Many
"Strike" regardless, Sunday newspa-

pers were circulated through New York
and environs yesterday in the same old
way. In downtown Brooklyn, perhaps,
they were a little harder to get than on
the normal Sunday, but the dealers oi
Manhattan and The Bronx generally
went back on the resolution passed Sat¬
urday night at their meeting in Harlem
Casino.

Considerable opposition had been
epenly expressed before tiie meeting tc
the plan of refusing Sunday "main
sheets." and after the resolution was
carried many dealers went away with
their minds made up to disregard it
They took and delivered the newspapers
which they had ordered and by theii
stand persuaded neighborhood competí-
tors to do the same.

However, the moms dealers will pre¬
sent a formidably solid front to-daythe circulation managers expect. Those
v ho sold yesterday for the most parihave announced their intention of join¬
ing the boycott.
To --pread the stri'-.e further, its lead

«?rs say they will take advantage ot
"coalless Monda"," by lining up proprietors of stands in Cae closed offic«
buildings.

In the meantime, newspapers may b<
had at subway anil "I." stations am
boys will circulate them on trains.

Snowfall Fails to
Block Chicago Trains
CHICAGO, Jan. L'7..-The fourtl

severe snowstorm to sweep the Cent¬
ral states this winter ceased last nighl
without causing great damage either t«.
property or transportation. Coming si

closely on the two blizzards of th<
early nart of January, it was fearet
that the added snow would hampeitrain movements, but to-night the rail
roads reported normal working-.

Street condition- in Chicago wer«
found to be little the worse for yesterday's snow, but citizen;-, were appealed to for help in seeing that tin
hydrants were made accessible. Th«
railroads reported that the movement
of coal was even a trifle better to-da;,than during last week, more cars reach
ing and passing Chicago than for sev¬
eral days. Deliveries have be^n made
to houses ami apartment building-« it
small (quantities, but at that many flats
wer«* without enough coal to make th«
buildings com fortab!«.'. Some faced tat
danger of frozen water pipes.
During the snowstorm last nighlthree laborers were killed by a passen

ger train in South Chicago. Two other:
were injured.
-,-

Pennsylvania Ready
To Rush Coal To-day
PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 27. Althougl

railroad transportation was affectei
somewhat by a six-inch snowfall, whicl:
was general and severe throughoutth«
state, delay in delivery of coal ant
foodstuffs would be comparative!*,slight, it was announced to-night a
t-tate fuel administration headquarter;here.

Railroad officials at Wilkes-Barre amrottsvill-: to-night looked foi* an un
precedented movement of coal from th«mines to-morrow, when most Pennsylvania industries will be shut down 01tiie second "heatless Monday." Preighcongestion at Williamsport was. great!*,relieved by the New York Centra! devoting it., entire equipment on thPennsylvania division to the mo\ tuenof coal and foodstuffs, passenger service having been annulled for th.* da*.In a telegram from Dr. Gar'leld statFuel Administrator Potter was advisethat much confusion had arisen becausof unauthorized diversion of coal. DGarfield's message says coal consigneto or intended for destination outsidof the state should not be diverted unless approval has bee

Fire Department
Gets Knitting Fad,
Runs Out of Wool

A Brown-Eyed Woman Teaches
the Men I low to Make

Thing.«*; for Soldiers

William Clancy and Patrick Murphy
sat in engine house 74 in West Seveniy-
Boventh Street smoking tho morning
pipo when a petite brown-eyed woman

appeared suddenly at the door.
"Don't you men want to learn to knit

for the soldiers?" she asked without
introduct.on.
The firemen looked closer at the

woman. She was already pulling wool
and things out. of her bag and Bmil-
ing cheerfully Pt thorn. They gapped,

land then looked down at their hand =

to find long, pointed things in them.
Three minuten later tyo big Irish
firemen v.ere breathing hard over gray
wool, and wondering why they had
never known they had ten thumbs
before.

"I remember me mother «loin* this
back in the old country, Pat," offered
Clancy.

"I'm," mumbled Patrick in reply,
"one, t ,vo, tin ce"

Knitting Fad Spreads
This was the beginning, a few weeks

ago, of the latest fad in the Fire De¬
partment, a fad that has made fires
and other interruptions very unpopu¬
lar ever since. For now there are sixty-
five firemen knitting for the soldiers,
all taught by Miss M. J. Warren, the
brown-eyed woman who with such dis-
patch started the movement in engine'house 74. And great passions have
arisen therefrom, jcaTousies and am¬
bitions regarding helmets and rock"'
that firemen never dreamed of before.
Put.here i.s the sad part of the story
-there isn't enough wool to go around;

and unless some is forthcoming all the]
.firemen who have not been taught yet]
will have to pine during the remainder
of the war for the joy of being1 a knit-
ter. .So yesterday Airs. Charles Stir-
ling, head of the Rainbow Division Wei-
fare Association, which is supplying the
old 69th with knitted comforts, called
her friends together at her home, at 47
East Fifty-eighth Street, and put it up
to them.

"All We Need Is Wool"
"You must get the word to every

mother in every state represented in
the Rainbow Division," she admonished.
"The firemen will knit; they're clamor¬
ing all the time for more woo!. AU we
need is money to buy tue wool with,
and the O'Jth can be wrapped from head
to foot in knitted things."
Some of the firemen in 74 who have

turned out knitted garments are David.
Nixon. Thomas Walsh, Harold Beckett,
John Hastings, Edward Christy, Pierre
Morran and William Waltz. Firemen
in Engine House 56, Truck House 35
and Truck House -".' are also knitting,
as well as making paper vests on a sew¬
ing machine.

One Hurt in Wild
Dash of Brooklyn

Subway Train
By ail the signs that adorned it, by

the shouts of the platform men, the
corroboratory carol of the guardess on
the second car and its own orderly per-
foi manee on the west side of the East
River the Fourth Avenue subway train
that started Brooklynward from the
Union Square station at 1 o'clock yes-
terday morning was a local.
At heart, though, it was an express

and when it reached the middle of Man¬
hattan Bridge and started on the down-
grade express it became.
The guardes«, Ethel, or Edna, or

Edith, or Emmy.anyhow. "E." O'Don-
nell.announced: "Gold Street!" She
found she was just paging it. Gold
Street flitted past. The ambitious local

. paid no attention to it. "E." O'Donnell
; nervously patted her black hair.

"Next De Kalb!" she called.
And, sure enough, the hundred-odd

passengers caught a glimpse of the De
C Kalb Avenue station a moment later.
The station stayed where it was; the

! train kept on.
Between De Kalb Avenue and Pacific

; Street are many sharp curves. E.x-
1 press never took them mure smartly

than the local that aspired to fast com¬
pany. As it swung around them the
light-; were off. Passengers were
whipped out of their seats. Croan an¬
swered yell in the darkness.
"P-P-P-Pacific Street!" tremored"E."

O'Donnell.and Pacific Street became a
memory.
Then everybody knew something was

wrong. James Tarpey, the motorman,
was discovered poking at sundry con-

L trol buttons that wouldn't control. A
> policeman, a man guard and "E." O'Don¬

nell began, work on the hand brakes.
At U\ion Street they stopped the

runaway. Pretty soon it must have
1 -topped anyway, for the momentum
.- gained on the long toboggan was all

but gone. Another train came along
and pushed, and so the journey to

: Coney island was completed.
At the Ninth Avenue Station, at

Thirty-seventh Street, Miss Josephine
; Bloch, ot* 4405 Thirteenth Atenué, Bor-
; ough Park, decided she must have been
. hurt more than she thought when one
' of the curves took lu-r seat from undrr
-¡her. She was taken front the train.
and an ambulance surgeon from N'or-

. wcgian Hospital found her sufferingfrom a dislocated hip.
Tarpey sai«! that in many months of

. experience with pushbutton cars lie had
» !.. .er known brake.: to act that waybefore, which was the only B. R. f.

statement forthcoming.

Yale Calls Off Junior
4Prom" to Save Coal

XEW HAVEN, Jan. 27. .The coal
shortage smashing Yale's social ros¬
ter. It was announced to-day that the

! Junior "Prom," premier event of the
social season, scheduled for next week,
had been abandoned. Likewise, for th«-1 j first time in nearly forty years, there

i will be no midwinter dance at Yale
1 this season

Both events are going by the board
£ because the university officials are dis-
,! couraging the use of college building1«

and the attendant coal consumption
1 except" where absolutely necessary.
* To War on Charity Sharks

All philanthropic organizations re
j gardless of creed will he .iccorded

the best of consideration l»y the Hylan
.- administration, Bird S. Coler, Commis-
t sioncr of Charities, assured the ot'.-

c« rs of the Home for Hebrew Infants.
Kingsbridge Road and University Ave-

. nue, at their annual meeting yester-
1 day. The Mayor will give special at-
i tention to the administration of these

institutions, Mr. Coler said.
1 The new administration, the Com
i missioner declared, will war on the

charity sharks and those organizations
i with high salaried officers will fa
, badly.

Ousted German
Insurers Back
As Neutrak

Vital U. S. Secrets Stil! Go
to Berlin in a New

Guise
X

Defence Society
Launches Protest

Shows How Location of
Carload of Dynamite Wa»

Revealed to Alien*

[Staff Correspondence]
WASHINGTON*. Ja-. 27# 0. ^dence that camouflaged enemy ;ns*"r-

ance companies are obtaining infona».tion valuable to Germany and art
transmitting it to that country, th»
American Defence Society to-day »n.
nounced that it had a3sed for a ¡¿ear-
ing in Washing-ton to oppose the ap¬plication of certain fire insurance com¬
panies in Europe to do business in th*
United State.*. At the instance of th?
society, .Secretary McAdoo recently de¬
prived several alien companies of th»
right to do business in this countrj.but ways and means to get around this
prohibition appear to '..ave bee*" found

Tiie request of the society for r
hearing is based on evidence held byit that German insurance companies
have reorganised in neutral countries.
For instance, it is reported that, since
the dissolution of the en*any fire in-
suranco companies in this country, six
new insurar.ee companies, capitalizada*.
56.000,000, have been formed in Rot-
way, with the probability that'their
capital i- largely German moner.
These companies are licensed in the
United States and. accoruir.g to the
American Defence .Society, 'nave access.
through state and national boards of
rire underwriters, to information o!
military value.

Dynamite's Location Revealed
Tiie society draws attention, ir«r in-

-stance, to the report of one star¬
board, which informs the-e companies
that at a specified pier of a specific
railroad (the names being given in all.
cases) there are daily four carloads ci
dynamite, ar.d, each, week the day be¬
ing specified) a carload of small arms
ammunition. Another report statestha:
on "Railroad Q, Station Z." at an open
platform about 3,000 feet from "Blank
Avenue bridge, north." there arc seven
cars a week of explosives, includingloaded projectiles.
The letter requesting a hearing was

addressed to Secretary McAdoo by
Richard M. Hurd, chairman of the
board of trustees of the American De¬
fence Society, of which ".'olor.el Theo-
.oie Roosevelt is honorary president

Tuts Loss at .«-"O.ÜOO.OOO
Mr. Hurd .-aid to-day:
"In the nine months of war er.emv

incendiaries have destroyed «50,000.000
worth of property in this country. This
property includes munition factories,
grain elevators, stockyards, oil prop¬
erty, marine iirorer*ie*> and other in¬
du ¡tries virai to war efficiency, accord¬
ing to the tabic prepared by the Na¬
tional llo-.rd of Fire Underwriters, and
so far little progress has been made ir
running the enemv incendiary to earth.
There is not a single industry in this
country essential to ar efficiency whkl
has not s affered.

''This, of course, is a very definite
method of warfare, and one in which,bo
far, the enemy has made great prec¬
ie--. We must take every possible
-ten to prevent the enemy from get¬
ting information which will he!p te
increase his victories along this
line."

Hast*" of Campaign
In opening its campaign some titee

ago for the liquidation of enemy fire
ami marine insurance companies, tfce
American Defence Society bated it'
light on arguments that the licemiiï
of enemy insurance companies was us*
safe because it permitted Genrui"
agents to get valuable military infor¬
mation, ami because there was eji*
«1ère,:- that part of the profit vas being
spent to conduct a German propagan"]»
in this country, and proof was gi'**"
on these lines. Also it a^-ued that sue;
licensing was unsound, because oft»
precarious condition of German fin¬
ances, and because all the enemy com¬
panies were carrying extremely hesvj
risks as against their assets.

Finally, it was argued that snek
licensing was unpatriotic and unneces¬
sary, and experts were brought W
Washington to testify that American
companies could easily absorb the in¬
surance shifted from German concerns.
The enemy marine insurance com¬

panies were forbidden to do busin«'
by President Wilson's proclamation
and the proofs presented by the so¬
ciety also moved Secretary McAdoo »
oider the discontinuance of the eneB!
..re insurance business.

Slight Cut in Milk
Prices for February,

The Federal Milk Comm ssion hi"
reached a decision on February n-V*
price*« for New York City and -submit-
red a repoic to the national food»''
ministration ;.' Washington.

It is understood that there ***ill ».

slight reduction in the v\-:ct? of graw
B mill: delivered to consumers, bit
that the cash and earrj prices of j)
cents a quart for grade H milk and U
cents for loose milk bought at store)
will remain unchanged.
The new prices will b-> announce*

when Herbert Hoover, head of the f<**"
administration, proves them. ^at''
ever reduction 7 ha*. been reto»-
mended, it is said, will fall upon *£farmer, whose representatives MUJ?
to have th«; increases al'owed forth*1
month n ad > standard until Ann! on»*;
count «-«*' the high price: of feed m
cost of labor.

Boy, 5, PlayingWar, ShooU
Sister, 9, Going "Ov«erW

SYRACUSE. Jan. 27. With a bei»;
"No Man's Land" and the '*t'acfkJ!either side as opposing army tre'icD«*
nine-year-old Ruth Simons a: J R
brother, William, five «ears old, *gplaying war to-day. Ruth had t«*g
an old rifle in tne house and had g'*"
this to her brother. ^With the scene set for action, k
enemy facing across "No Man's L**1..
Ruth started over the top when h«?""«-.
lie brother yelled "Fire!" and powgthe rifle. He pulled the trigger and *'

sister crumpled up on the floor. jjMrs. Simons heard the report;*»5
rifle. She hurried to the «lid««
room and found her son wreati-ea**
smiles at his victory and her dsugnw*
doubled up on the floor bleeding m
a wound in her right bide. The et»*»
not expected to nj-cover.


